
 

From Masonic Ideals, A Nation Was Born 

 

My Brother Pennsylvania Freemasons, 

As we continue our celebration of America's 250th Anniversary and approach Independence Day 

2026, I believe it is fitting that we pause to reflect upon one of the greatest contributions our 

beloved fraternity has ever made to the world. 

Two hundred and fifty years ago, fifty-six courageous men pledged their lives, their fortunes, and 

their sacred honor by signing the Declaration of Independence.  While history rightly remembers 

the events of July 4, 1776, we should also remember that the principles expressed in that 

remarkable document had been cultivated for decades before a single pen touched parchment. 



Long before those ideas became the foundation of a nation, they were being practiced in Masonic 

lodges. 

Freemasonry taught that men should be judged not by birth or station, but by character. It 

embraced religious tolerance at a time when much of the world was divided by sectarian conflict. 

It demonstrated constitutional government through written laws, democratic elections, majority 
rule, and accountability of leadership. It encouraged education, reason, civility, and mutual 

respect. These Enlightenment ideals, articulated in Anderson's Constitutions in 1723, would 

eventually find their way into the Declaration of Independence and later into the framework of our 

constitutional republic. 

When we read that "all men are created equal," we hear echoes of the level upon which every 

Mason meets. When we read that governments derive "their just powers from the consent of the 
governed," we recognize the same principle by which every Worshipful Master is elected by the 

will of his Brethren. 

It is no coincidence that so many of America's founders were Freemasons.  Nearly three centuries 

ago, our Grand Lodge was established and met at the historic Tun Tavern in Philadelphia.  The Tun 

Tavern was a frequent meeting place for Masonic lodges, benevolent societies, and delegates from 

the First and Second Continental Congresses.  From those early meetings at the Tun Tavern 
emerged generations of great men committed to improving themselves, serving their 

communities, and strengthening the institutions of liberty. 

 



 

Independence Hall Today, July 2026 

 

For me, three of our Colonial Brothers were especially impactful. 

Brother John Hancock, serving as President of the Second Continental Congress, presided over 

the debates that ultimately produced the Declaration of Independence and notably the Continental 

Marines. 

Brother George Washington, already serving as Commander in Chief of the Continental Army, 

embodied the virtues of duty, fortitude, humility, and steadfast leadership that Freemasonry seeks 

to cultivate in every good man. His leadership inspired confidence during our nation's darkest 
hours and helped transform a fragile collection of colonies into the United States of America.  His 

character as a Freemason was dramatically displayed when he voluntarily gave up the most 

powerful position in our new republic and passed it on to his successor.  



And then there was our third Grand Master, Brother Benjamin Franklin. 

By 1776, Franklin was the elder statesman of the Congress. His wisdom, experience, diplomacy, 

and calm judgment influenced many of the younger delegates who looked to him for guidance. In 

many respects, his role mirrors that of an experienced Masonic mentor guiding a newly initiated 

Brother. He did not simply teach by words; he taught through example, encouragement, and 
thoughtful counsel. Every Lodge is strengthened by such mentors, just as our nation was 

strengthened by Franklin's influence upon the next generation of American leaders. 

Here in Pennsylvania, we have a unique connection to the extraordinary history of our 

country.  We have a special obligation to live the principles and traditions handed to us. Every 

time we extend relief to a Brother in need, mentor a new Mason, support our charities, care for 

our widows, educate our youth, or improve our communities, we demonstrate that the principles 

which helped build America remain vibrant and relevant. 

As we commemorate America250, let us continue building men of character, families of strength, 

Lodges of excellence, and communities worthy of the sacrifices made by those who came before 

us. 

Great nations are built upon great principles.   

Great principles are preserved by great men. 

I wish you and your families health and happiness as you celebrate this very special 

250th Independence Day! 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

 

Robert D. Brink 

Right Worshipful Grand Master 

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania 

 


